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the accompanying administration chart (at end). The principal
Officer next to the Governor is the Colonial Secretary, who
presides over the Secretariat and nornially administers the
government in the Governor's absence. The Secretariat is
the central administrative office of the Colony, and the
Colonial Secretary is usually an officer of wide experience
who may normally expect promotion to a Governorship.
His office is the regular channel of approach to the Governor,
and it also deals with all the other departments. It may be
noted here that "Colonial Regulations," a lengthy code of
rules dealing with matters of appointments, discipline,
salaries, leave, precedence, correspondence, etc., provide
that every individual hi a Colony has the right to address or
petition the Secretary of State in London, but he must
forward his communication through the Governor, so that
the latter may accompany it with his report or observations.
The other principal departments in a Colony may be
classified as administrative, legal, financial and technical,
varying in extent and complexity with the size, importance
and development of the particular territory. The judiciary
is headed by a Chief Justice^ with puisne judges and magis-
trates, and often there are native courts also whose juris-
diction is defined. Appeal usually lies to the Supreme or
High-Court of the Colony, with first resort in certain cases
to the judicial committee of the Privy Council in London.
The legal side is represented by the Attorney-General and
sometimes also by a Solicitor-General and Crown Counsel
and there is usually ample scope in the judicial and legal
branches for indigenous talent. It may also be remarked that
in many Colonies, especially in Africa, the inhabitants seem
to display a decided taste for litigation. Police and Prisons
branches also, of course, come under this Department.
If there is a provincial organization, it is headed by
Provincial or District Commissioners, but the backbone of